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CourTtous READ ER, 


1 Had determined in my own mind to write a 
Treatiſe to Weak Believers, before the matter con- 
tained in this Letter was unexpectedly and haſtily 
drawn me. And as I have, ſince the publica- 
tion of This, publiſhed THE HisTory or LiTTLE 
Farrn, from his conception to his grave—in which 
2 great part of the matter of this Epiſtle is con- 
tained, though dreſſed up in another form did 
not intend ever to have printed This again. 
But the whole impreſſion being fold off, and 
numerous applications having been made for it, 
I am conſtrained to reprint it. And, if my 
Reader chuſes to bind it up with TRE HisTory 
or LiTTLEs FaiTH, it will make a good ſized 
volume, 
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1 PREFACE, 


That God may bleſs the Reader, and that 
he may ſo read it as to profit thereby; is the 
prayer and defire of him, who is 


Of LIrTIE Fairn, 


WM. HUNTINGTON, 


- 


THE 


E 
IN DEFENCE OF 


LITTLE FAITH. 


— 
DEAR SIR, 


Received your kind letter, and am glad, but 
ſomewhat ſurprized at the rapid advances which 
| you have made in ſo ſhort a time. We are to grow 
in grace, aud in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; which is what you do apace, it ſeems. 
1 hope you do not make more haſte than good ſpeed. 
For my part, I was long ſtumbling upon the dark 
mountains, before I got to your ſtature in faith, 
God tried mine as faſt as it grew; but you have 
grown up like the palm- tree, and you will know 
your ſtrength when the Saviour comes to take hold 
of the boughs thereof, Cant. vu. 8. 

I ſhould like to hear ſome account of your trials, 
as well as of your confidence; for though faith be 

called gold tried, (Rev. iii. 18.) yet the trial of 
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faith exceeds it, for that i is more precious than gold, 


1 Pet. i. 7. 

The full aſſurance of Goſpel faith is a moſt com- 
forting, ſoul-eſtabliſhing, and God-glorifying grace; 
yet it muſt be acknowledged, that faith is the gift 
of God, and all the houſhold of faith are not at the 
height of this ſtature. I have known ſomething of 
this grace for theſe ſeventeen years, and it is well 
known that it has been ſorely tried many ways; and, 
for my part, I believe it is the faith of God's elect 
that I am favoured with, for it hath prevailed with 
God times without number; and, agreeable to 
Scripture, I find that in quietneſs and in confidence is 
my firength, Iſa. xxx. 15. But J cannot find that it 
is in my power to exerciſe this grace when I would, 
though I could wiſh it were always in GG, 
Faith is a fruit of the Spirit; hence the Spirit is 
called, the Spirit of faithz and if faith be a fruit of 
the Spirit, then the Spirit muſt be the life, power, 
and root of faith; and this wind b/oweth when and 
where it /ifteth. I cannot command the North wind 


to awake when ] pleaſe; nor is the South wind in 


my power, that it ſhould blow on my garden at my 
pleaſure, and cauſe the ſpices to flow out at my com- 
mand, Cant. iv. 16. This power reſts entirely with 
God, who hath deal: to every [believing] man the 
meaſure of faith, Rom. xii. 3. Who alone has the 
refidue of the Spirit, (Mal. ii. 15.) and does give to 


his people, as need requires, a ſupply of the ſame, 
(Phil, 
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(Phil. i. 19.) which influences faith, and every 
other grace, as it pleaſeth God, who is the ſovereign 
diſpoſer of every good and every perfect gift. I find 
by daily experience, that the life, power, courage, 
activity, or exerciſe of faith, are far from being at 
my command: I can neither will nor do any thing 
truly good, but as God works inclination and mo- 
tion in me of his own good pleaſure. I am therefore 
compelled to acknowledge, that from the Lord is 
my fruit found, (Hol. xiv. 8.) and without a ſenſible 
union with Chriſt I can do nothing; though God, 
who knows my heart, knows that I would willingly - 
ſpend and be ſpent in his ſervice, and in the ſervice 

of his people. | | 
However, I find this is not the experience of 
every profeſſor: ſome are perfect in the fleſh, while I 
am obliged to confeſs, that in my fleſh dwells no- 
thing good. And you, Sir, are arrived at the full 
aſſurance of faith, inſomuch that you are purged 
from all doubts and fears; while I, at certain times, 
cannot truſt God for a text to preach from, nor be- 
lieve that he will own or bleſs my labours when I 
have got one: and I declare to you, and to my 
ſhame, that I have known the time, even ſince I 
could call the Saviour my Father and my God, 
that I could not fo much as truſt him for food and 
raiment; and, to be plain, I have been acquainted 
with ſome who have boaſted of as much affurance of 
faith as yourſelf, who have been as much ſtraĩtened 
A 4 in 
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in the pulpit for matter, and as much puzzled for 
the neceſſaries of life, as I have been; which has 
given me reaſon to ſuſpect there hath been ſome 
doubts at the bottom, though they might have been 
overlooked; for I read, that all things are poſſible to 
him that believeth; and if all things are, matter for 
the pulpit, and the neceſſaries of life, muſt be in- 
cluded among the all things, for our heavenly 
Father knoweth that we have need of theſe things. 
But enough of this; I would not pull you dawn from 
your excellency, nor wiſh you to exclude them that 
do not excel in faith. Jacob ſays Reuben is un- 
fable as water, be ſhall not excel, (Gen. xlix. 4.) 
yet the 1/raelitiſh Mediator does not exclude him, 
but ſays Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not 
his men be few, (Deut. xxx111. 6.) though they were 
| but unſtable men at beſt: for he ſometimes aid 
among the ſheep-folds, to hear the bleatings of the ; 
| flocks, when he ſhould have been at war; yet the | 
Lord's hoſt did not exclude him: but were cut at his 
inſtability For the divifions of Reuben there were 
great ſearchings cf heart, Judges, v. 16. But, not- 
withſtanding his inſtability, of the tribe of Reuben 
| were ſealed twelve thouſand, Rev. vii. 5. 


According to your letter, nothing is faith that is 
| ſhort of full aſſurance. Now, though I ſhould have 
no objection to compare notes with you, with regard | 4 
to the life, power, prevalency, trial, victory, and 
triumphs 
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triumphs of faith—which I believe I enjoyed in a 
meaſure before you had any faith at all—yer I can- 
not be brought to believe that any man can be na- 
turally born or brought forth into this world ſix 
feet high in ſtature; and I think it is as ſtrange to 
expect the new creature juſt formed to appear in the 
full aſſurance of faith. Faith comes by hearing the 
word of God, and is produced by the Spirit, who 
applies the incorruptible feed to the heart: and as 
faith is a grace of the Spirit, it is a part of the new 
creature, and. 1s. God's workmanſhip, and a creature 
of his own forming; for he hath created ns anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and declares us a people that he has 
formed for himſelf, Iſa. xliii. 21. We know that all 
God's works are perfect; yet I am of opinion that 
this nete creature, though perfect in it's parts at the 
firſt formation, is yet not ſo in degrees. If you object, 
then I aſk, where is room for growing in grace ? 
The full aſſurance of faith is the higheſt ſtature of 
the new creature. I know God can give this grace 
the firſt moment that the Spirit operates, if aſſurance 
be eſſential to ſalvation, and cut down a child in 
faith an hundred years old, (Iſa. Ixv. 20.) yet the 
Almighty does not always do ſo. It is God that 
deals to every [believer] the meaſure of faith, (Rom. 
xiii. 3.) and an equal meaſure is not to be found in 
every one that believeth in Jeſus. And although 
you cannot allow this to be true, yet I take it for- 
granted, that in the courſe of your miniſtry, notwith- 

A 6 ſtanding 
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ſtanding all your endeavours to enforce the full aſſur- 
_ance of faith, and your opinion that all ſhort of this 
ſtature are in unbelief; yet you find ſome of the Royal 
Family as Jeſus Chriſt did, I mean without any faith 
in exerciſe or in appearance: and, perhaps, this 
might be the caſe with you, if your croſs was pro- 
portionable to your confidence; and very likely you 
would act with little better courage than the diſciples 
did, who cried, ſaying, * Maſter, maſter, wwe periſh !”* 
He anſwered, © Where is your faith?” Luke, viii. 
24, 25. If your faith, Sir, was toſſed on the ſame 
ſtorm, it would manage the helm very little better 
than theirs did, unleſs the Lord appeared: for Faith 
is but a ſingle member of the new creature; and we 
know that the new creature, with all it's parts, is but 
weak, unleſs the Father and Creator of it appears to 
ſupport it. Theſe, we find, had ſo loſt their faith, 
that the Saviour aſked where it was. 

There were others the Saviour owned had faith, 
though it was but little: If God fo clothe the graſs 
« of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
c caſt into the oven; ſhall he not much more clothe 
cc you, O ye of little faith!” Matt. vi. 30. The 
laſt account we had was, that their faith was out of 
fight ; and yet Chriſt ſays, Where is your faith?” 
There was faith, and it was theirs, otherwiſe there 
had been no enquiry about it: the Lord would have 
ſpoken as Moſes did, and called them children in 
zwhom is no faith, Deut. xxxii. 20. But, in the laſt 

account 
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account that we conſidered, their faith did appear, 
though it did not appear great, O ye of little faith ! 
But I ſhall not hang upon this point; for I find you 

do not countenance the day of ſmall things. 
We read of the woman of Canaan, who was im- 
moveable in her confidence, whoſe faith ſtood a 
threefold rebuff; to whom the Lord ſaid—** O wo- 
* man, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as 
te thou wilt,” Matt. xv. 28. Let even this woman's 
faith does not riſe to your ſtature—yours is the 
fulleſt aſſurance; and the Saviour found one in his 
days who was a match for you, and but one, and 
that was the Centurion; who, in behalf of his ſick 
ſervant, ſolicited the mercy of Jeſus to heal him; 
who required no ſign, nor the Saviour's perſonal 
preſence, to perform the cure Only ſay in a word, 
ce and my ſervant ſhall be healed,” Luke, vii. 7. 
* When Jeſus heard theſe things, he marvelled at 
* him; and turning about, ſaid unto the people 
de that followed him, „I ſay unto you, I have not 
* found fo great faith, no not in Iſrael,” Luke, vii. 
9. This man, Sir, according to your doctrine, was 
the Saviour's only faithful ſervant; for you aſſert, 
in this letter of yours, that nothing is faith ſhort of 
the full aſſurance : then what 1s to become of them 
whoſe faith the Saviour enquired after, and thoſe of 
little faith? to ſay nothing about that faith that 
made many whole, and that which could lay hold 
of the 1 of Chriſt, but not of his willingneſs, 
ſaying 
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faying—* Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me 
« whole.” Yet even this faith prevailed—< I will, 
* be thou clean,” faith the ever-loving and ever- 
bleſſed Saviour, But theſe weak ones are to go to 
the wall, according to your doctrine, You can take 
no notice nor make any account of theſe ; and it is 
a comfort to ſuch poor babes in Chriſt that you are 
not the author and finiſher of faith: for he declares 
of his whole houſhold, ** That he that is leaſt among 
« them all, the ſame ſhall be great, Luke, ix. 48. 
Nor ſhall they ever be damned: for “ it is not the 
* will of your Father which is in heaven, that one 
of theſe little ones ſhould periſh,” Matt. xviii. 

14. 1 
Believe me, Sir, I am not contending for the 
world; for I cruſt 1 can ſay, as Paul did“ I en- 
« dure all things for the Elect's ſake.” Nor am I 
contending for unbelievers—I have ever aſſerted, 
that he that believes not, ſhall be damned. Nor am 
I contending for unbelief—for I declare, that if you 
will undertake, with your full aſſurance, to preach 
all unbelief out of my heart, I will take you to be 
my chaplain upon theſe conditions, No cure, no pay: 
and if you can cure me of all my unhelief, I can 
pay you a thouſand per annum; for the earth is the 
Lord's, and it is but to aſk, without doubting, and 
all things are poſſible to us. You are ſure of your 
falary, if you can but cure me of unbelief; and I 
{Ture you, I have the greateſt reaſon to believe that 
| | I am 
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I am not deſtitute of the grace of faith; therefore 
you will not have a ſoil altogether barren to work 
upon. | ane 

It is plain to me, that there were no leſs than four 
degrees of faith among the Lord's followers, in the 
days of his fleſh; and, if I am not miſtaken, the 
Scriptures divide the houſhold of faith into four de- 
grees with reſpect to age, growth, ſtrength, or 
ſtature. We read of new-bern babes—of little chil- 
dren—of young men—and of fathers; but you, it 
ſeems, will have nothing to do with any but the 
fathers. However, our Saviour gently leads thoſe 
that are with young; carries the lambs in his boſom; 
calls his ſheep by name, and leads them out, and 
makes others follow him. 

Iſaiah ſpeaks of ſome that waited on the Lord 
of others that fled on eagle's wings—of others that 
ran and were not weary—and of ſome that walked 
and were not faint. A Goſpel Miniſter is called a 
father to beget, a nurſe to cheriſh, a ſhepherd to feed 
and lead, and a 44:/der to eſtabliſh; and I am bold 
to aver, that if you was to declare, the next ſermon 
you preach, that all who doubted would be damned, 
the weak believer under you would muſter an hun- 
dred pleas againſt you; Litile Faith would go to 
Chriſt and cry for help; and though he often fag- 
gers at the promiſe through unbelief, yet he would 
call to arms, and rank a whole. troop of marks, 
rokens, and promiſes, againſt you, and diſpute every 

inch 
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inch of ground with you; and carry the day, too, 
with reſpect to feeling, though not in point of 
logic. 

Little Faith is a very formidable mari when he 
takes the weapon of all-prayer and cries to Chriſt. 
For my part, I ſhould never care to engage him : 
the child ſhall put his hand oa the cockatrice den, 
and play on the hole of the aſp, which I ſhould not 
chuſe to do. Chriſt carries the lambs in his bo- 
ſom, while ſuch ſtrong ſheep as you are obliged to 
trudge after on foot. You know what the Lord 
ſays with reſpect to thele—* Take heed that ye 
c offend not one of theſe little ones that believe in 
cc me.” | 

Art the Saviour's birth, the wiſe men worſhipped 
him, and the angels proclaimed him. At 7welve 
years old, the Saviour grew in wiſdom, in ſtature, 
and in favour both with God and man, and diſputed 
with the doctors. At thirty years of age, he over- 
came Satan in the Wilderneſs ; and at Shirty-three, 
he endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. And} 
ſuppoſe you love the Saviour 1n every ſtage of his 
life, as well as in every covenant character; and if 


you love the everlaſting Father from his childhood, 
what makes you ſo ſevere againſt his rickety chil- 
dren? It is a rare thing to find ſo numenous a fa- 
mily all ſtrong and lively: their faith, though it be 
but Little, will bring them to the ſalvation of their 
ſouls at laſt, if you will but ler them go their own 

Pace, 
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pace. Faith cannot be hutried Le that believes 
ſhall not make haſte. You may drive them to pre- 
ſume—you cannot drive them to believe. Miniſters 
have no dominion over their faith, but are fellow- 
helpers of their joy. Faith will be attended. on, 
not commanded nor over-drove. Paul was offered 
up on the ſervice of faith, not to demoliſh it. Faith 

is God's work; and they are branded for rebels who 
ſaid Let him haſten his work, that we may ſee 
« it,” Ja. v. 19. This is the work of God, that we 
believe on him whom be hath ſent; and ſurely God 
never ſent his ſervants to deſtroy the work of his 
own hands. For my part, I would ever wiſh to 
nurſe faith, whether it be in the conception, in the 
formation, in labour, or able to ſhift for itſelf, or 


ſtrong. enough to defy angels, principalities, and 
Powers, as Paul's faith was. 


It ſeems that my friend has nothing wieder; in 
behalf of Zion in labour, nor in behalf of her fond- 
lings, that are to be borne'on her fides, and dandled 
on her knees ; he has nothing to encourage children, 
who cry, © Hold thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe; 
e guide me, lead me, or draw me; ſtay me with 
© flaggons, comfort me with apples, for I am ſick 
ce of love.” He cannot condeſcend to men f low 
degree; he minds only high things. I believe that I 
have got, at this time, three hundred in the church 
that I miniſter to, who are ſhort of your ſtature in 
faith according to this letter; and inſtead of diſput- 


ing 
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ing them out of their faith, or driving them out of 
the church on account of their weakneſs, I wiſh 
God would ſend me three hundred more ſuch: for, 
through grace, I can ſee the difference between 
embrio and old age; for 1 am perſuaded that the 
ſtrongeſt column in faith was firſt formed, anfl then 
brought to his ſtature, by the operations of God's 
good Spirit; for tie hearts of all men are like a 
withere. and barren womb, till the Spirit applies the 
incorruptible ſeed, and quickens the ſoul. But my 
dear brother is like Elkanah—if he cannot make 
Hannah bear, he will not ſtay till ſhe has tried her 
faith, but will take Peninah: but, in the end, the 
lighted ſpouſe, who was rejected for want of the fruit 
of the full aſſurance, will tell him that by frength 
ſhall no man prevail. 

I take i: for granted, that you will call me 4 mi- 
niſter of unbelief, and an encourager of doubts and 
fears: to which I reply, neither unbelief nor doubt- 
ing have ever been any friends to me, therefore 1 
am not pleading their cauſe: my plea is on the be- 
half of faith, whether it appears in the ewe great 
with young, Iſa. xl. 11.—in the Jams that rides in 
the boom—in the ſeep that lay down in green 
paſture;, Pſal. xxiii. 2.—or in the old ram, theſe 
horns are iron, and whoſe boofs are braſs, Micah, iv. 
13. We do not condemn Iſaac becauſe. he was 
lodged in a womb ninety years of age, nor yet on 


the account of his mother's laughing at the pro- 
miſe. 
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miſe. He was a child of promiſe in the womb, and 
was in the promiſe conceived there; and he was no 
more than an heir of promiſe when he died. . 

Me ſometimes fee old finners in foul travail; and, 
though a troop of doubts and, fears are muſtered up 
by the devil and the old man to hinder the birth, 
yet Little Faith will break forth as ſoon as her little 
| ſiſter Charity comes to help ker, and the elder ſhall 
ſerve the younger. Faith worketh by Loves and 
Love will ever attend and affift Faith, 

« Having, then, gifts, differing according to the 
« grace that is given us; whether propheſy ing, let 
* us propheſy according to the proportion of faith.“ 
Rom. xii. 6. The apoftles, and even Jeſus Chrift 
himſelf, propheſied to four degrees of faith; but you 
can allow of no faith below that of the ſuperlative. 
Between their prophecies and yours there is a very 
great diſproportion, and I dare ſay there is as great 
a diſproportion between your faith and the faith of 
ſome of your hearers. There is a great diſpropor- 
tion between babes and men, and between milk and 
| ſtrong meat; between Little Faith and Great Faith. 
And Little Faith ſhould be preached to, from a con- 
ſideration of our former weakneſs and deficiency in 
faith; and ſtrong men are to be ſpoken to, from the 
degree of aſſurance that God has given us: and 
then our propertion of ich will ow with thoſe of 
che houſhold. 
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If you cannot ſubmit to this, you muſt keep three 
curates: one to attend ſpiritual groanings, or ſuck 
as are in pain to bring forth; another to nurſe and 
cheriſh children, and feed them with the ſincere milk 
of the word; another to ſtrengthen the weak hands, 
and confirm the feeble knees—and then you may at- 
tend them only that are of full age, (Heb. v. 14.) 
and ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a myſtery to thoſe that 
are perfect. | 

If this my counſel ſhould be approved, and you 
ſhould think proper to adopt the method, then you 
need not ſtudy one part in ten of the Bible: you 
have nothing to do with the groanings, ſtrugglings, 
conflicts, nor the petitions of faith, but only to cull 
out the triumphs of it. You tell me, that nothing 
« but aſſurance is faith, and that faith and doubts 
te cannot be in a believer at one and the fame time.“ 
can prove, Sir, to you, that I have got faith, and 
you own it; and I wiſh you would come and diſpute 
me out of all my unbelief and doubts, for I have 
many in me. Though J do not (bleſſed be God!) 
doubt of the eternal ſalvation of my ſoul, yet I 
doubt many things; therefore you muſt diſpute me 
out of theſe, or rank me with the infidels. | 

Him that is weak in faith receive you, but not 
ee to doubtful diſputations. Rom. xiv. 1. Hence 
it appears that there are ſome who are weak in faith; 
and, if zweak, faith cannot be either great or frong 
in them. Yet they are to be received into our affec- 

f tions, 
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tions, and into church-fellowſhip, as partakers of 
the grace of God, though weak in faith. Some 
ſtagger at the promiſe, and others lay hold of Chriſt 
with a trembling hand; believe in his ability, as the 
poor leper did, but ſtagger at his willingneſs; their 
hearts fail and miſgive them; they are children toſſed 
to and fro; they are children in underſtanding; they 
ſpeak as children, think as children, and underſtand as 
children but theſe are to be received, but not to 
doubtful diſputations; not to hear vain diſputes, that 
leave every thing doubtful, but ſettle nothing: nor 
are they to be di/puted out of their faith, becauſe they 
are weak; and haraſſed with many doubts, ſuch as, 
whether they are right or wrong; whether this is 
lawful, or that; whether they ſhall hold out, or fall 
ſhort; whether their faith be genuine, or feigned ; 
whether their ſenſations are of God, or whether it is 
not all a deluſion, Theſe things do at times attend 
the weak believer, more or leſs; yet be is to be re- 
ceived, for God hath received him, Rom. xiv. 3. 

I think it may be proved, that faith and doubts 
have been found in a child of God at one and the 
ſame time. Peter diſcovered it when he walked on 
the ſea: And when Peter was come down out of 
ec the ſhip, he walked on the water, to go to Jeſus; 
« but when he ſaw the wind boiſterous, he was 
cc afraid; and beginning to ſink, he cried, ſaying— 
« Lord, ſave me!” and immediately Jeſus ſtretched 
forth his hand, and caught him, and ſaid unto 
| B 2 a him 
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% him O thou of LaTzLe Farr, wherefore 
4 didſt thou doubt?” Matt. xiv. 30, 31. . Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is a better judge of the heart than we 
are, allowed Peter to have faith, though at that time 
he was one of little faith, and did doubt: yet we ſee 
that Little Faith can cry for help, though he cannot 
weather a ſtorm; if he cannot keep himfelf from 
finking, he will pray to him that can—and prevail 
too; for Jeſus ſtretebed forth his hand immediately, 
and caught him, as ſoon as the voice of Little Faith 
was heard. | 
There is as great a uuns a great 
and little faith, as there is between an infant in it's 
go-cart and a giant in armour: and, if we bend our 
miniſtry againſt the feeble of the houſhold, we ſhall 
act like Amalek when he purſued the children of 
Iſrael; who not being able to overtake the van, cut 
off all the rear: He ſmote all that were feeble, 
de faint, and weary; and he feared not God, Deut. 
xxv. 18. Chriſt will not break the bruiſed reed, nor 


will he allow us to br«i/e the heel of his myſtical body 


without reſenring it. The Lord pays peculiar at- 


tention to the little ones: Whoſoever ſhall give to 


drink unto one of theſe little ones a cup of cold 


de water only, in the name of a diſciple, verily I fay 


unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward,” 


' Matt. x. 42,—* But whoſo ſhall offend one of theſe 
= 'fittle-ones which believe in me, it were better for 


Wy bim chat a miliſtone were hanged about his neck, 


74. 1 = 
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ec and that he wete dr ned in the depth of the ſea,” 
Matt. xviii. 6.—* Take heed that ye sf not one 
« of theſe little ones,” Ver, 10.—< For it is not 
te the will of our F ather, which is in heaven, that 
« one of theſe little ones ſhould periſh,” Ver. 14. 

And pray, why were theſe young diſciples called 
little ones? ] ſuppoſe, becauſe they were young in 
grace, children in underſtanding, and ſome of them 
were men of little faub. Sometimes they thought 
they ſhould not be either fed or cloathed, unleſs they 
were burdened with cares for the morrow. To which 
inward workings of their mind the Saviour replies— 
ce If God fo clothe the graſs of the field, which to- 
&« day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the oven, ſhall 
« he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith! 
« Therefore I ſay unto you, take no thought for 
« your life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; 
& nor for your body, what ye ſhall x put on; neither 
te be ye of a doubtful mind.” Luke xii, 29, Matt. 
vi. 25, 30. | 

It appears to me, that chere is a difference, and 
a proper diſtinction ſhould be made, between faith 
and the full afferauce of faith, For although full 
aſſurance and doubts do not ſtand together with re- 
ſpect to a believer's intereſt in Chriſt, yet it is clear 
that faith and doubts have often appeared together; 
as it is written“ Then the diſciples went into 
« "Galilee, into a mountain where Jeſus had ap- 
« pointed them. And, when they ſaw him, they 

| 4 « worſhipped 
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6e worſhipped him; but ſome. doubted.” Mates 
xxviii. 16, 17. Theſe eleven were all diſciples, and 
they were all believers in Jeſus, and they worſhipped 
him—but ſome daubted. 

Peter was not void of doubt about the viſion that 
appeared to him the voice that came to him, ſay- 
ing, © Ariſe, Peter, kill and eat.“ But Peter ſaid, 
« Not fo, Lord.” And while he doubted in him- 
« ſelf what this viſion ſhould mean, the Spirit ſaid 
© unto him, © Behold, three men ſeek thee! Ariſe, 
ce therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, 
« doubting nothing, for I have ſent them.” Acts, 
X. 17. Manoah was not void of doubt, when he 
ſaid unto his wife, We ſhall ſurely die, becauſe we 
have ſeen God.” But the faith of his wife put his 
doubts to flight, ſaying, © If the Lord were pleaſed 
* to kill us, he would not have received a burnt. 
« offering and a meat-offering at our hands; neither 
c would he have told us theſe things, nor have 
© ſhewed us ſuch things as theſe.” Judges, X111, 
22, 23, When the Saviour teſtified to the Twelve, 
that one of them ſhould betray him; they, knowing 
the hypocriſy of the human heart, /ooked one at an- 
other, doubting of whom he ſpake, John, xiii. 21, 22. 

In ſhort, if believers were clear from the ſip of 
infidelity, we ſhould not find ſo many reproofs and 
rebukes left upon record as we do; all which have 
been given to the faithful for that fin of unbelief; 
nor would they have been chaltened for it, as many 


of 
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of them have been; eſpecially Zacharias, who, upon 
hearing that his prayer was anſwered, that his wife 
ſhould bear a ſon, and that he ſhould be a prophet, 
and the Lord's forerunner; required a ſign, and was 
ſtrucł dumb nine months for his unbelief, and doubting 
the truth of the angel's meſſage, which was fulfilled 
in it's ſeaſon, Luke, i. 20. If our favourite apoſtle 
had found no unbelief nor doubts among the ſaints 
in his days, he would not have cautioned them 
againſt it; *I will that men pray every where, lift- 
© ing up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.” 
I Tim. ii. 8. EN 
Where there is unbelief, there is doubting ; they 

always go together; and who can ſay, *I have made 
« my heart clean, with reſpect to unbelief; I am 
c pure from the ſin of doubting?” And, if they 
are not free from unbelief, they are not free from 
doubts: for, although they may have the fulleſt 
aſſurance of their eternal ſalvation, yet they doubt 
about many things. The father of the faithful was 
hardly free from doubts, when he denied his wife in 
Egypt, and ſaid, ** They will kill me for thy ſake, 
« Say, I pray thee, thou art my ſiſter, that it may be 
« well with me for thy ſake, and my ſoul ſhall live 
ct becauſe of thee.” Gen. xii. 12, 13. 

Though the Goſpel came to the Theſſalonians 
with power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance, 
yet it does not ga to every choſen veſſel with thac 
degree of power, nor with ſo much aſſurance. Paul 


„ ſpeaks 


1 

24 THE CRY OF LITTLE PAITH 
ſpeaks of ſome whoſe faith grew exceedingly; and of 
others, who, for the time, ought to have been teachers, 
who needed teaching again. We are to feed the lambs 
as well as the ſheep, (John, xxi. 15, 16.) to ftrengthen 
weak hands, to confirm feeble knees, and to ſay to 
fearful hearts, © Be prong, fear not, the Lord your 
« Gop will come and ſave you,” (Iſa. xxxv. 3, 4.) 
though ſuch ſouls can ONE ſay The Lord 
ce our God. 10 

1 think, if T was with thee a little while, 1 ſhould 
find fomething like doubting about thee, notwith- 
ſtanding all thy aſſurance. You own that you meet 
with much oppoſition, both from profeſſors and 
profane: theſe, like Sanballat and Tobiah, are 
mountains in the way of Zerubbabel, Zech. iv. 7. 
How is it, then, that thou doſt not remove them? 
te Verily 1 fay unto you, if ye have faith, and pousT 
« not, ye ſhall ſay unto this MounTain, © Be thou 
© removed, and be thou caſt into the ſea; it ſhall 
« be done.” Matt. xxi. 21. 

Your uſefulneſs 1s not ſingularly great; nor are 
your people in the ſweeteſt union far from it 
yet I douht not but you pray for theſe things. 
1 would adviſe you to put forth a little more faith 
with your prayers: © If a man do not pour in his 
te heart, bur ſhall believe that thoſe things that he 
« faith ſhall come to paſs, he ſhall have whatſoever 
es he faith,” Merk, xi. 23. 


Fou 


HEARD AND ANSWERED. | 25 

Fou have got a carnal , whoſe beſetting fit 
is covetouſneſs. T wiſh you would make a trial of 
your faith upon her. We know that a ſinner is 4 
corrupt tree, and the love of money is the root of all 
evil, If thy faith is void of all doubts, you might 
{ay to that corrupt Free, Be thou plucked up by the 
* roots, and be thou planted in the ſea of glaſs 
* mingled with fire, (Rev. xv. 2.) which is the 
Goſpel diſpenſation, and it would be done. All 
things are poſſible to him that believes. A leſs de- 
gree of faith than that which you talk of would do 
this: © If ye had faith as a grain of muſtard-feed, 
c ye might ſay unto this ſycamine- tree, Be thou 
* plucked up by the root, and he thou planted in 
ee the ſea; and it ſhould obey you.” Luke, xvii. 6. 
F have been praying for faith theſe fifteen or ſixreen 
years; and I muſt confeſs, that J find it hard work, 
when the Lord is pleaſed to try me, either to ſtand 
the fiery trial, or bear the croſs; and feldom do 

without much wretched rebellion and rg. 
which is both my grief and my ſhame. 

If I was to attend your miniſtry, inftead of 
ſtrengthening my faith, you would beget a thouſand 
doubts in my mind; for, every time I heard you 
enforce a faith that could purify the heart from that 
curſed fin ' of unbelief, and from all doubts that 
attend it, I ſhould act the part of the adulterous 
generation; I ſhould require a fign; I ſhould ſay, 
60 What ſign ſheweft theu?” And if, upon obſerva- 


tion, 
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tion, I found thy labours and uſefulneſs not to exceed 
that of others; if thy heart appeared no more pure 
than my own; if thy victory over the world was no 
greater than mine; if thy faith worked by no more 
love than my own does; if thy prevalency with God 
did not appear to excel; if no conſpicuous anſwers 
to prayer were granted; if I perceived no ſuperior 
. degree of knowledge, no experience which excels that 
of others; no trophies of Faith's victories, like thoſe 
of Paul; no viſions, nor miraculous revelations; no 
rapturous triumphs, nor any Preſſures beyond meaſure, 
to make you deſpair even of life I ſhould judge of 
you as ſome did of Samſon when they cut off his 
hair; I ſhould think you were no more than another 
man, And, for my part, I ſhould give you the old 
challenge, Shew me thy faith without thy works, — 
which is what no man ever did“ and I will ſpew 
* thee my faith by my works,” (James, ii, 18.) 
which every real believer can do. 

I read, that Faith is coupled with Repentance. 
The Apoſtles preached repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt. , Faith is a com- 
ing to God by repentance, It views God, in Chriſt, a 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek bim. It is an 
apprehending of the Saviour, with all his faving 
benefits. It applies the Atonement, and purifies the 
heart by an application of it. It puts on an imputed 
righteouſneſs. It gives Chriſt a reſidence in the heart— 
he dwells in the heart by faith. It worketh by love to 


Chriſt, 


HEARD AND ANSWERED. | 27 - 


Chriſt, and to all that love him in ſincerity and 
truth. It is a penetrating eye; it ſees Him zwho it 
#nvifible, Heb. xi. 27. It is a mighty hand; Theld, 
* him faſt,” ſays the Spouſe, Cant. iii. 4. It attends 
prayer; we a/# in faith, It brings diſtant things 
near; they ſaw the promiſes afar off, and embraced 
them, It receives life and ſtrength from the Lord; 
we live by faith. It is the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for. It is an earneſt-penny of the great reward. It 
js a realizing evidence of things not ſeen : the believer 
is entitled to glory; heirſhip and ſonſhip are pro- 
miſed to it. Faith is a park from the Saviour's 
fulneſs; wrought and produced in us by the Spirit, 
who makes it a# and ſbine as he pleaſes, It is the 
Ev of the heaven-born ſoul; He that believetb in 
me ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light 

of lif.— that he may walk by faith, and not by fight. 
Now, if thou canſt give me no account of repent- 
ance toward God, as well as faith; no account of 
receiving the Atonement, and of the purifying effi- 
cacy thereof; no account of putting on an imputed = 

righteouſneſs, and of that peace which attends it; 
no account of Chriſt's taking poſſeſſion of thy heart; 
no account of the beauties of Him who is inviſible; 
no account of the love that Faith works by; no 
account of prevailing with God in prayer; no ac- 
count of laying hold of Chriſt, nor of bringing him 
into the chamber of her that conceived thee— 
I ſhould not fear thee as a prophet of the Lord; 
| nor 
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nor ſhould I pay any reſpe& to thy faith, becanſe 
thou haſt none of the above works to fhew. If thou 
art deſtitute of theſe things, thou mayeſt well boaſt 
of the word Farr, for thou haſt got nothing elſe: 
But wilt thou know, O vain man] that Jain, wrrvoue' 
zoorks, is dead. James, 11, 20. 
It may be obſerved, that the Scriptures are not ſo 
profuſe about what faith is, as they are about what 
fatth does, By faith Noah was moved with fear, and 
built an ark. By it Moſes forſook Egypt; by it he 
endured affliction; and the love that his faith worked 
by, influenced his heart to have reſpect to the recom- 
pence of reward. But you are ſilent about thefe 
things; you have only to do with full aſſurance; 
you are not for the feats of faith, only for the fe. 
My defire is, that Job may be tried unto the end, 
Job, xxxiv. 36. If I could fee thee tried, in a mea- 
ſure, as Job was; and hear thee ſay, when in the 
furnace, as he did, * Though be flay me, yet will I 
cr rruft in him; 1 ſhould then think thy faith had 
got a divine hold indeed but, at preſent, we differ; 
you ſeem to be filled with aſſurance, while I doubt 
whether thou haſt any real faith at all. 
I know you will rank me with unbelievers; and 
I defire to be preſent with you, to diſpute the point, 
and to change my voice, for 1 ſtand in youBT of you, 
Gal. iv. 20. For my part, I would' not exchange 
my weak faith for yours : I know what it has done, 
though I know not what it has yet to do; bur this 
I know, 
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T know, that faich is not the ſtrength of my heart, 
though I would wiſh to be ſtrong in faith. God is 
the ſtrength of bis people's beart; and, as their day is, 
ſo ſhall their frength be. God gives them faith to 
ſtand in, and faith to fight by, though he ſeldom 
you them a ſtock in hand to boaſt of 

I once knew'a woman, who was a poor, weak, 
literate perſon, an inferior ſervant in a family, who 
pretended that ſhe had been converted to the faith 
at a place called Staines, in Middleſex ; who, ſome 
time after her pretended converſion, came to Lon- 
don, and ſhortly threw herſelf out of ſervitude. 
She pretended to a very great degree of faith and 
knowledge; and with this trading ſtock ſhe got 
_ acquainted with many profeſſing people; and, by 
| frequenting places of public worſhip, and prayer- 
| meetings, ſhe began to be well known and very 
highly eſteemed at our end of the town; and in pro- 
ceſs of time ſne was able, by means of her faith and 
knowledge, to mump a livelihood, and fo lived in 
habitual idleneſs. She had wiſdom enough not to 
pay her vilits to thofe of experience and diſcernment, 
but chiefly to the ſimple ones, who were running 
here and there, crying out,“ Who will fhew us any 
<« good?” Among theſe ſhe conſtantly propheſied 
and where ſhe carried her tartle, there ſhe got her 
proviſion; and fo lived like a hawking pedlar, or a 
deggar' 5 . al went from houſe to houſe, 
be: „ - Arwig 
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Among the various families that ſhe pilfered, 
that of Mr. BAKER, grocer, of Oxford Street, was 


one; who, in proceſs of time, attended my miniſtry : 


and, after I became acquainted with them, I often 
heard, in the courſe of converſation, the name of 
Nanny brought up. I deſired to know ſomething 
of the pedigree, character, ay ns life, and be- 
haviour, of this Nanny; and, by their account, I 
found that ſhe did not approve 70h working, and eat- 
ing her own bread: nor did ſhe obtain it altogether 


by the uſe of candour; for ſhe ſhewed her authority, 


uſed ſharpneſs, found fault with their family affairs, 
houſekeeping, and whatever fell under her obſerva- 
tion. If ſhe ſaw the maſter of the family receiving 
freſh goods into his ſhop, ſhe obſerved, © Ah! you 
c are filling your barns: What if your ſoul was to be 
« required this night!” And, when they preſented her 
with a guinea, ſhe replied, © I don't thank you for it.” 
The utmoſt they ever could get of her, on the recep- 
tion of ſuch a ſum, was to turn up her eyes to God, 


and inform them, that ſhe was not beholden to them. 


She did not cringe as Paul did, calling an alms a 


feoect-ſmelling ſavour, well-pleaſing and acceptable to 


Geod—lhe left the hoſpitable inftrument w out of 
the queſtion. 5 

Nanny was not deſtitute of eye-ſight : ſhe "RS 
an eagle from an owl; and perceived who could ſee 


through her, and who could not, The enquiring 
and the ſimple ſhe ſtuck cloſe to; and, with a few 


ſcraps 
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ſcraps of Scripture, ſhe became the formidable ob- 
ject of their fear; and exerciſed her authority with a 
very high hand, and that for three or four years to- 
gether which God has made of great uſe to them 
ſince, as it has given them a juſt idea of a mumping 
hypocrite. I gave them to underſtand, that the 
Scriptures warranted no ſuch behaviour as this in 
women profeſſing godlineſs. They intimated, that ſhe 
was certainly a good woman, though ſhe was rather 
haughty and ſtrange in her way. I aſked, whoſe 
miniſtry Nanny attended; and I found thoſe were 
her greateſt favourites who dealt the moſt in hell and 
damnarion, yet knew nothing ſavingly of Chriſt— 
which gave a ſtrong ſuſpicion that Nanny was no 
propheteſs. 

However, it once fell out, that I happened to call 
on them when /be was preſent; and the good man 
and his wife were ſitting by, or at her feet, while ſhe 
was exerciſing her authority, and enforcing her re- 
bukes. I took a chair, and ſat down by her, though 
- ſhe ſeemed rather in a bad temper. I enquired a 
little into her converſion, and the manner of it; how 
ſhe came at firſt by her profeſſion; what troubles 
ſhe had been in, and how delivered; whether ſhe 
had felt the burden of her fins, and how it was re- 
moved; what ſhe knew of the operations of grace, 
and of the liberty of the Spirit—and Nanny gave me 
juſt as confuſed an account as one of the Lapland 
witches would have done. The good man and his 
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wife fat biting their lips, and ſeemed not a little 
diſpleaſed with my ſcrutinizing of her; they did not 
like to ſee their governeſs and tutofefs arraigned at 
the bar. However, I knew it was my duty to judge 
thoſe that are within, but thoſe that are without God 
Judgeth, (1 Cor. v. 11, 13.)—and to be eyes to the 
Blind, and feet to the lame; for I perceived that the 
people were ſincere ſeekers after truth. 
Some time after this, Nanny called on them 
again, and inveighed againſt them for idolatry, de- 
claring that they idolized Mr. Huntington. They 
aſked her, how it was that ſhe never had been afraid 
of their idolizing her. She replied, I come to 
you with the word of the Lord.” They anſwered, 
0 So does Mr. Huntington.” She foon perceived 
that they entangled her in her ſpeech, and foiled her 
by an application of her own conduct. From that 


time her maſk began to fall off, and poor Nanny 
appeared hᷣald- beaded and bare-heeled before them; 


and from that time ſhe forſook them, as unreclaim- 


able. 


The next tidings we heard of Nanny were, that 
the had borrowed three pounds of a young pro- 
feſſing man; and, when he demanded payment, ſne 
rebuked him for expecting it from a child of God 
which ſufficiently ſhewed to what claſs ſhe belonged : 
it is the WICKED Zhat borroweth, and payerh not 


ain. 


The 
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The next news were, that a perſon of note had 
ſent for her from report. When ſhe came, the 
gentlewoman had company, and deſired her to ſtay 
below till they were gone: on obtaining admiſſion, 
ſhe exclaimed againſt. being kept in waiting, as a 
child of God; and told the family, they ought not 
to reſpect fine cloathing and the gold ring, James, 
ji. 2. The perſon gave her ſome refreſhment, and 
diſmiſſed her, 

The laſt account reſpeCting her was, that a poor 
woman, who got her bread by charing, came to 
Mr. Baker's, and faid, that Nanny was with her, 
but complained - that ſhe could not live in the 
houſe with her; for that ſhe could do nothing to 
her pleaſure, [at that time ſhe was ſupported by an 
upper ſervant in a family] and yet was afraid to 
turn her out, tor fear of offending God. However, 
ſoon after, the Lord ſmote her with convulſions and 
horror of mind; and at the ſame time being ſtruck 
dumb, ſhe was not permitted to tell what ſhe felr, 
or what ſhe feared. Some people offcred to pray 
for her, but ſhe refuſed it—and no wonder; for 
they that ſay, © Pray for us,” ſhould have a good 


* Fonſcience, in all things willing to live honeſtly— 


or elſe ſhe rejected their prayers through pride; for 
ſhe had often affirmed, that none could teach her more 
than ſhe knew; though, with reſpe& to power, or 
even of the letter, ſhe knew nothing—and ſo ſhe died. 
I do not ſay that your faith is of this kind; but 
this I will fay, that your enforcing perpetually the 
C full 
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full aſſurance of faith, will drive many hardened 
. finners and hypocrites to preſume, and their pre- 


ſumption will be taken for full affurance. Tou may 
forniſh their heads, though you cannot manure 
their hearts; and you may drive them to prefume, 
but you cannot drive them to believe. It is ſuch 
preſumptuous, idle, canting, whining perſons, as 
the above deſcribed, that bring a flur on the cauſe 
of God, and occaſion that religion, that is pure and 
undefiled in itſelf, to be evil ſpoken of. The grace of 
God never makes a man a bad huſband, a bad father, 
or a bad ſervant. It not only teaches, but power- 
fully influences, a man to do the huſband's and the 
father's part; a woman to know her place, act the 
part of a wife, and of a mother; the child to be 
obedient, and the father to govern under God; the 
ſervant to be induſtrious, diligent, and ſubmiſſive; 
and the maſter and miſtreſs to re/ped? ſervants that 
are faithful. 

It is true, God gives no huſband, wide, child, 
maſter, or miſtreſs, who are deſtitute of grace, any 
power over a good conſcience towards Him, either 
to force it, or lead it from him. God is to be obeyed 
rather than man, yet he commands and enforces 


behaviour becoming godlineſs on thoſe that fear him. 


Nothing will ever mend the hearts of ſinners, or 
promote holineſs, either in heart or life, but en- 


forcing the grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
neceſſity of a ſpiritual birth, which alone can pro- 
duce it, This we ought t to do, and then leave it to 


God: 
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God: the excellency and the power are of him, not 
of us. It is our duty to ſow the feel in the morning, 
and in the evening not to withold our hand; but we 
cannot tell which ſhall proſper, eit ber this or that, or 
whether they both ſhall be alike good, Ecel. xi. 6 
God has concluded all men in unbelief; and, if the 
Spirit convinces a man of the fin of unbelief, that 
ſame Spirit will work faith in his ow good time. 
The mind of an awakened finner generally flies firſt 
to the Law, where he learns, by a ſtrong hand, the 
holineſs, juſtice, and immutability of the Lawgiver 
and he will apply every ſentence or threatening to 
himfelf. Such Believe in Moſes; and faith will lead 
them, in time, to believe in Feſus. They that believe 
Moſes's toritings, will in due time believe the Saviour's 
words, John, v. 46, 47. Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 179. When 
G0 applies the word with power te the heart, the 
finner is begotten: Of urs own will beat be us with 
the word of trath, James, | i. 18. The incorruptible 
ſeed is received, (1 Pet. i. 23.) and by the promiſes 
he is made a partaker of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. 
Bat it is common with God to chaſten ſuch ſouls 
Parply, that they may be purged from droſs, and 
ernptied of ſelf, and be made partakers of his holineſs, 
Heb. xii. 12. And, under theſe divine operations, 
there is much ſoul-travel; and unbelief will ſhew 
itſelf, unleſs you allow of perfection in the fleſh: 
and it is the workings of unbelief againſt faith that 
"cauſe ſo many conflicts in the awakened mind, until 
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faith overcomes, and perfe# love cafteth out fear ; 


then life and immortality are brought to light—but 


the believer is then no more than a new-born babe. 
It is true, you will hear ſuch often ſay in their pro- 


ſperity, © I fhall never be moved: thou, Lord, of thy 


*« favour, baſt made my mountain ſtand ſtrong.” Yer, 
if God hides his face, they are ſoon troubled, Pſalm 


XXX. 6, 7. and they will aſk, ** Vill the Lord caſt 
* off for ever? and will he be favourable no more? 


* Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath he, in 
anger, ſhut up his tender mercies* Is his mercy 


clean gone for ever? Doth his prom'ſe fail for 


« evermore?” Yet theſe very perſons were not 
deſtitute of faith: And 7 ſaid, © This is my infirmity; 


But I will remember the years of the right-hand of 
« the Moſt High.” Pal, IXxvii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


And has my friend got rid of all theſe infirmities? 


If you have, you may well triumph; for you have 
got rid of the main inet of the old man, which no 
Bible ſaint could ever boaſt of; for I cannot find 
one in the Bible that ever declared he was free from 


the fin of unbelief, though many of them were more 
mighty in faith than you are. For my own part, I 
view unbelief as the life and ſtrength of all fin; 


and he that is free from this ſin is a perfect man— 


he is able to govern the whole body. Patience muſt, 
of courſe, have had her perfect work in him, and he 


is entire, wanting nothing. 


I am of opinion, that, when you have done your 
beſt, "me will find new-born babes, little children, 
"and 
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and young men, as well as fathers, in the church; 
and I am ready to conclude, that if God ſhould try 
thee in the furnace of affliction, as I hope he will, 
for your ſoul s good, and the good of others, that thou 
wilt find thyſclf as helpleſs as ſome of thoſe little 
ones who appear ſo weak. God keeps the confeſſion 
of Little Faith in his own mouth; and, when he 
bids him ſpeak, he will uſe it. Let the weak ſoy, 
« Tam ſtrong. And how can it be otherwiſe, when 
God ts their ſtrength?” Joel, iii. 10. | 
Wherever the leaft feature of the Saviour's image 
appears, it is to be regarded. He that loves him that 
begat, loves him that is begotten of him. Thoſe that 
are ſtrong are to bear the infirmities of the weak, and 
to ſympathize with them, conſidering themſelves 
alſo in the fleſh. And I believe the ſtrongeſt ſaint 
upon earth would find himſelf but a bruiſed reed, if 
God was to leave him but one moment to feel the 
plague of his own heart. He would be like Heze- 
kiah—* I ſaid, in the cutting off of my days, I ſhall 
ce goto the gates of the grave; I am deprived of 
ce the reſidue of my years. I ſaid, I ſhall not ſee 
« the Lord, even the Lord in the land of the liv- 
e ing: I ſhall behold man no more with the inha- 
* bitants of the world. Mine age is departed, and 
is removed from me as a ſhepherd's tent. I have 
cut off, like a weaver, my life. He will cut me 
ce off with pining ſickneſs: from day, even to night, 
« wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned till 
morning, that as a lion, ſo will he break all my 

| | CI « bones: 
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© bones: from day, even till night, wilt thou make 
ce an end of me. Like a crane or a ſwallow, ſo did 
* I chatter; I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes 
< fail with looking upward, O Lord, I am op- 
5 preſſed; undertake for me.” Ja. xxxviii. 10. 
and downward, This man was not deſtitute of 
faith in God. God had wonderfully bleſſed him, 
as appears by the 3otk, 31ft, and gad chapters of 
the ſecond book of Chronicles: Howbeit, in the 
* buſineſs of the ambaſſadors of the princes of 
** Babylon, who ſent unto him to inquire of the 
& wonder that was done in the land, God left him 
* to try him, that he might know all that was in 
te his heart.” 2 Chron. xxxii. 31, And if the Lord 
was to ſerve thee ſo, thou. wouldeſt find ſomething 
in thy heart beſides the full aſſurance of faith, as well 
as he who required a ſign todaſh his unbelief out of 
countenance, and put his doubts to. flight ; which 
was granted. © Then came the word of the Lord 
e to Ifaiah, ſaying, © Go, and ſay unto Hezekiah, 
«© Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of David thy-fa- 
** ther, I have heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy 
ce tears. Behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen 
c years. And J will deliver thee, and this city, 
<* out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria; and Iwill 
defend this city. And this ſhall be a ſign unta 
«© thee from the Lord, that the Lord will do this 
** that he hath ſpoken—* Behold; I will bring again 
*© the ſhadow of the degrees which is gone down in 


© the ſun-dial of Ahaz, ten 8 backward.“ 


cc Sa 
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e Jo the ſun returned ten degrees, by which degrees 
« jt was gone down.“ . xxxviit. 6,7, 8. C4 
does nothing in vain, If the king had been plagued 
with no unbelief; if he had no doubts: to ſcatter, 
no wavering in his mind; there had been no call 
for a gn. He might have ſaid, as the centurion 
did concerning his ſick ſervant, * Speak in a word, 
« and my ſervant ſhall be healed. Speak in a word, 
<« and 1 ſhall be reſtored.” But all the family of 
God have not got the full aſſurance of faith; and 
thoſe: who have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance, cannot exer- 
ciſe it when they pleaſe. David had this grace in 
the higheſt exerciſe, when he ſaid to the Philiſtine, 
4 Thou comeſt to me with a ſword, with a ſpear, 
and with a ſhield; but I come to thee in the name 
« of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the armies of 
« rae}, whom thou haſt defied. This day will the 
Lord deliver thee into mine hand. And I will 
«© ſmite thee, and take thine head from thee. And 
« | will give the carcaſſes of the hoſt of the Phi- 
c liſtines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to 
ce the wild beaſts of the earth; that all the earth may 
te know that there is a God in Iſrael. And all this 
ce aſſembly ſhall know, that the Lord ſaveth not 
* with ſword and ſpear; for the battle is the Lord's, 
and he will give you into our hands.” 1 Sam. 
xvii. 45, 46. Here is Aſſurance under arms at the 
front of the battle; but his aſſurance did not appear 
to be in ſuch wonderful exereiſe at the time of Ab- 
ſalom's conſpiracy, which many of his people took 
| C4 notice 
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notice of: “ And all the people were at firife 
< throughout all the tribes of Iſrael, ſaying, © The 
<* king ſaved us out of the hand of our enemies, 
sand he delivered us out of the hand of the Phi- 
« liſtines, and now he is fled out of the land for 
«© Abſalom.” 2 Sam. xix. . 

Theſe obſervations are ſufficient to prove, that all 
the houſhold of faith are not bleſſed with full aſſur- 
ance; and it 1s as evident, that the life, power, 
ſpirit, and exerciſe of faith, are not at the command, 
nor at the diſpoſal of man; and it is as plain, that 
the od Man and the new one, Grace and Corruption, 
Faith with her fruits, Unbelief with her doubts, do 
dwell in a child of God at one and the ſame time. 
There is in the beſt of men a lat in the members 
warring againſt the law of the mind. And it is clear 
that aſſurance belongs to the /aw of faith and love 
in the mind; and it is as plain that unbelief is part 
of the /aw in the members: and fo you will find it 
when you come to be tried, unleſs you are one of 
thoſe who are perfect in the fleſþ—it fo, you have no 
battle to fight, nor any thing to pray for; and it is 
well for you that your faith is grown ſo exceedingly. 
But there are ſome who are ſo weak in this grace, 
that they are obliged to pray, as the Apaſtles did 
Lord, increaſe our faith!” Luke, xvii. 5. and with 
him that ſaid, ** Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbe- 
6 lief Mark, ix. 24.—and theſe petitions prevailed 
with the Saviour, as well as yours. Therefore preach 
the faith, encourage weak faith, and impart that which 

18 
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is lacking in their faith, and let them go on their own 
pace. He that believes ſhall not make haſte, Iſa. xxviii. 
10. He that haſteneth with his feet, ſinnetb, Prov. 
xix. 2. The Lord's family is like Jacob's drove, 
when he ſaid to Eſau, + My lord knoweth that the 
* children are tender, and the flocks and herds with 
< young are with me; and if men ſhould over-drive 
* them one day, all the flocks will die. Let my lord, 
< I pray thee, paſs over before his ſervant; and I will 
ce lead on ſoftly, according as the cattle that goeth be- 
*« fore me, and the children, be able to endure, until 
« I come unto my lord unto Seir.” Gen. xxxili. 13, 14. 

I have often obſerved, that ſome of the moſt re- 
nowned ſaints in the Bible, I mean thoſe that were 
ſtrong men in grace, and mighty in faith, have ap- 
peared like little children, when God has withdrawn 
the light of his bleſſed countenance from them, and 
put them into the furnace of affliftion : and we have 
ſome in our davs who would willingly be thought to 
excel in this moſt excellent grace of faith, who, I am 
perſuaded, would diſcover as many doubts upon the 
deep waters of affliction, as Peter did when the boi- 
ſterous ſea hid the face of Jeſus from his eyes. | 

Therefore, I muſt entreat thee in behalf of my bro- 
ther LirTLE Faith. He is a good man, though, like 
Zaccheus, of little ſtature. Nor drive him, with your 
ſtrong aſſurance, into the ſycamore- tree: if you do, 
when Jeſus comes, he will make him come down 
again. You may obſerve, in this Epiſtle, that 1 
ſometimes call Little Faith by the maſculine, and 
| | ſomerimes 
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ſometimes by the. feminine gender; becauſe there 
are godly men, as well as women, who often appear 
to have but /itzle faith, or to be ſlow of heart to be- 
Heve. However, you will know Little Faith by his 
cries, and by the titles that God has given him: 


but, wherever he be, if he calls for thine aſſiſtance 


and ſympathy, let him find grace in thy ſight. 

Thou wilt ſometimes find him ſtruggling between 
the freight till he is out of breath, and then he will 
lie down, and plunge no more, as if he was hung in 
the birth. Hence he is threatened with more hard 
labour: The ſorrows of a. iravailing woman ſhall 
come upon him. He is an unwiſe ſon, for he ſhould not 
ſtay long in the place of the breaking forth of children, 
Hof. xii. 13. Yet he was a ſon, and the ſeed of 
faith was in him: Is Ephraim my dear ſon? is hea 
Pleaſant child? I remember him till; my bozwels are 
moved for him; I will ſurely have mercy upon him, 


oy the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 20. 


Sometimes thou wilt find him to be all faith, all 
eaſe, and all-rel!gion; mounting up, as upon eagles 
wings, (Iſa. xl. 31.) till ſome contrary wind blows 
him too far toward the north: then he loſes the 
rays of the ſun, and down he comes, and you will 
ſee him move no more till God moves him. He will 
mourn, but not ſtrive; caſt away his confidence, but 
not reſiſt; write bitter things againſt himſelf, but 
nothing againſt Satan. He has a heart to fret, a 
heart to murmur, a heart to complain, and an heart 
to rebel; but no heart to ſtrive, fight, or plead; 

| and 
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and he is ſow of heart to believe: hence he is called 
a filly dove without a heart, Hoſ. vii. 11. 

He is ſometimes to be found with a yoke about 
his neck: then it may -be concluded, that he has 
either been running away from his work, as others 
have done, ſaying; © I will not make mention of him, 
nor ſpeak any more in his name, Jer. xx. g. or elſe 
he has been breaking through his bounds, and God 
has caught him upon the old common, feeding upon 
the old fare, for which he is yoked. He makes the 
yoke himſelf, and God ties it on, and makes him 
wear it: The yoke of my tranſpreſſions is bound by his 
hand; they are wreathed, and come up upon my neck. 
Lam. 1. 14. 

Sometimes pride carries him away; he ĩs ſo liſted 
up in his comfortable frames, that he concludes that 
no perſon has any faith but himſelf; he can admit 
of no doubts, fears, or miſgivings; he has got a little 
of the good wine of the kingdom; he drinks, and 
forgets bis poverty, and thinks he ſhall remember his 
miſery no more, Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. Proſperity has 
made him forget the wormwood and the gall, Lam. 
ni. 19. therefore, it is beneath him to come down 
from his excellency, to ſympathize with them who 
are putting their mouth in the duſt, if ſo be there might 
be hope, Lam. iii. 23. This tincture of haughrineſs 
procures him a little degradation: ; the humble ſou), 
that he thought little of, is exalted to honour ; while 
he, to his great mortification, is obliged for a while 
to take the loweſt room, Luke, xiv. 9. PE, 
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Sometimes Little Faith abuſes his liberty; his 
light joys carry bim too high; filial fear is not 
ſtrong enough to make him think ſoberly; joys and 
triumphs are all in all; prayer gets out of ſeaſon 
with him, whereas we never need be more fervent in 
prayer than in times of proſperity. For theſe things 
he is often ſhut up in the act hole; then prayer 
becomes ſeaſonable: I am Hut up, I cannot come 
forth; mine eye mourneth by reaſon of affliction. 
Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I have fetched 
out my hands unto thee, Pſalm Ixxxviii. 9, 10. 

Sometimes he is too heedleſs in his race; he runs 
here and there, to try various winds of doctrine. 
Judging himſelf capable of diſcerning good and 
evil, he will diſpute doctrinal points with any old 
ſorcerer, like John's young diſciples, who began to 
diſpute with the Jews about purifying, John, iii. 25. 
He can play on the hole of the aſp, and put his hard 
on the cockatrice den, or even take a dog by the ears, 
Prov. xxvi. 17. He thinks his j Joys are ſufficient to 

carry him through. However, in order to keep 
him in the company of wiſe men, the Lord ſometimes 
permits the Harlot, or falſe church, to caſt ſuch an 
one down wounded, (Prov. vii, 26.) until he finds 
himſelf laid by the Heels, to teach him to run more 
carefully when he has the uſe of his limbs. Then he 
complains, Thou putteſft my feet in the ſtocks, and look- 
eſt narrowly unto all my paths; thou ſetteſt @ print 
upon the heels of my feet, Job, xiii. 27. 

Sometimes he diſcovers much rebellion and ſtub- 
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bornneſs under the rod, and would ſooner run away 
from God than humble himſelf under his mighty 
hand. He will flee from the rod, rather than confefs 
and ſupplicate; and be froward, rather than ſubmiſ- 
ſive: I ſmote him, I hid me, and was wroth; and he 
went on frowardly in the way of bis heart, Iſa. Ivii. 17. 
It is common with ſome children, when threatened, 
or when whipt, to take to their heels; for which de- 
fiance this meſſage is often ſent after them ſhall 
have you at night—I will give it you when you 
* come to bed.” We all know there is a night coming, 
in which no man can work, John, ix. 4. If we wait, the 
grave is our houſe; yet we ſhould not like to make our 
bed in the darkneſs, Job, xvii. 14. As none would like 
to be put to bed in the dark, nor under the rod, let 
Little Faith kiſs the rod, know who hath appointed 
it, and fly to the hand that holds it; leſt, at bed-time, 
he cry out, as others have done, © O ſpare me, that I 
« may recover ſtrength before I go hence, and be no 
ec more!” Pal. xxxix. 13. The rod is uſeful; ini- 
quity is bound in the Heart of a child, and it is the 
rod of correction that ſhall drive it out. God does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of his 
love without cauſe: he viſits fins with the rod, and 
we procure the ſtripes to ourſelves. 

The fatherly ſeverity of God is intended to humble 
our pride, embitter ſin, and keep us in reverential 
awe and filial fear of him, A hiding God, a ſpiritual 
faſt, and the chaſtening rod, are terrible things to the 
Lord's little ones: ſleeping or waking, they can find 

no 
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vo reſt, till matters are made up, and peace be re- 
ſtored. Some children, when they have had a whip- 
ping overnight, will often dream about it, and cry 
out in their ſleep, as if they really felt the ſtrokes; 
and this is ſometimes the cafe with Little Faith : 
« When I ſay, my bed ſhall comfort me, my couch 
* ſhall eaſe my complaint; then thou ſcareſt me 
* with dreams, and terrifieſt me through viſions * 
* ſo that my ſoul chuſeth ſtrangling, and death ra- 
© ther than life.” Job, vii. 13, 14, 18. If he was 
terrified with dreams, it is plain he dreamt of the tod. 
Had his dreams been heavenly, like thoſe of Jere- 
miah, they wonld have left the ſatne ſweetneſs upon 
his ſou! : © Upon this I awaked, and beheld, and 
e my fleep was ſweet unto me.“ Jer. xxxi. 26. 

To be ſhort; the ſtrongeſt man in faith was once 
a babe in grace. Thoſe that are weak are to be re- 
eeiĩved, but not to doubtful diſputations. Faith and 
ter evidences, Unbelief and her doubts, do inhabit 
a believer at one and the fame time. There is Litele 
Fails, Growing Faith, and the Fulleft: Aſurance of 
Faith, mentioned in Scripture. Neither the apoſtles, 
prophets, nor even God our Saviour himſelf, ever 
refuſed to ſuckle the babe, lead and feed the child, 
ſtrengthen the weak, or encourage the ee great with 
voung. No Bible paſtor ever found the whole family 
of God in the full aſſurance of faith; much leſs did 
they confine their miniſtry to thoſe only who are called 
Fetbers in Chriſt. Lambs ſtand in more need of the 
ſhepherd's aid than grown ſheep or oid rams; and 
children are more craving after food than aged fa- 
thers, who can feed themſelves. It you chuſe to 
reply to this, I will, God willing, urge a ſecond * 
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and ſhew thee, that I have yet to ſpeak in behalf of 
Little Faith. Meanwhile, I would caution thee, as 
David did Joab, to deal gently with the young man, 
even Little Faith. 

1 do believe that you are injuring the weaklings of 
the flock. I have therefore printed this little plea, 
that LIT TIE FalrEH may have ſomething to defend 
himſelf againſt your ſtraitened miniſtry in which 1 
firmly believe you err, and by which you do offend 
many of the liiile ones that believe in Jeſus, and make 
the hearts of thoſe ſad whom the Lord would not have 
made ſad: and this you will find when you come to 
be ſoundly tried. © To the weak,” ſays Paul, “be- 
* came I as weak, that I might gain the weak. Lam 
* made all things to all men, that I might by all 
means ſave ſome.” 1 Cor. ix. 22. Go we and do 
likewiſe, | 
We are to ſeparate the vile from the precious, and 

the chaff from the wheat, as the Lord diſcovers them; 
to purge out the old leaven, to draw proper lines, to 
ſhew the ſincere from the hypocritical, and to purge 
ourſelves from diſorderly and falſe profeſſors. But 
the command to Simon is applicable to every miniſter 
of Chriſt—Leveſt thou me? Feed my lambs —Feed 
my ſpcep. The weaklings of the flock are to he fed 
as well as the ſheep. The paſſage you refer to, He 
that doubteth is damned if he eat, (Rom. xiy. 23.) is 
perverted. The damnation of hell is nor intended by 
that text: for although Truth hath declared, that 
meat commendeth us not to God“ For neither, if 
« we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, 
« are we the worſe,” 1 Cor. viii. 8. For the king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink,” Rom. xiv. 17. 
| yet 
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yet God has not fixed the ſentence of damnarion 
upon meat, nor upon him thateats it, any more than 
he has promiſed heaven to them that faſt in Lent, or 
hve upon fiſh and egys. He that commandeth ab- 
ſtinence from meat under the Goſpel, contradicts the 
Saviour, who declares, That which goeth into @ man 
defiles him not. Forbidding to marry, and command- 
ing to abſtain from meats, are doctrines of devils, and 
are enforced by thoſe only who give heed to /educing 
ſpirits, 1 Tim. iv. 1-3. © 1 know, fays Paul, 
e and am periuaded by the Lord Jeſus, that there is 
te nothing unclean of itſelf; but to him that eſteem- 
s ethany thing unclean, to him it is unclean.” Rom. 
xiv. 14. Such an one goes not by the word of God: 
he is awed, governed, "and kept in bondage, by a 
blind, miſled, or uninformed conſcience; having not 
light to ſee his liberty. 


| God damns no man for eating meat: the ſentence 


in the text is from the man himſelf— Happy is he 


« that condemneth not himſelf in that thing which 
« healloweth,” Rom. xiv. 22. But man is not lord of 
life and death: the ſentence of eternal damnation is 


not lodged in his power; that prerogative belongs to 


the Judge of quick and dead, and none elſe. Nor is 
the ſentence of God intended by the word Damnation, 
but the ſentence of a man's own conſcience, which 
follows upon his commiſſion of that which he believes 
to be tin: And he that doubteth | is damned if he 
« eat, becauſe he eateth not of faith; for whatſvever 
ce js not of faith, is ſin.” Rom. xiv. 23. 
Dear Sir, adieu. While I ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Yours to command, 9 NO 6 4 


In the Goſpel of CurtsT, 
WINCHESTER ROW, Wu. HUNTINGTON. 
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